1/72 AZ ModelKawasaki ki’8
Name: Alexander Nam Tran
Country: Australia, Sydney
Model Scale: 1/72

Kit Maker: AZ Model

Greetings again everyone
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build and second Imperial Japanese Army aireraflr sincany entryin! NI ¢ a A Qa WI LJ
Aircraft Online Model Contest 004 ¢ | G S 2 -4¥II Thishulitfwias staktedn December
after my intense work schedukartedto ease up for the year.

| had purchased this kiaround mid2016,the time when| started to take this hobby
seriowsly,seeing it as an unusualniqueand quickaddition to my collectionHowever, |
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this kit as you will see. Feeling daunted and not knowing twofix these problems nicelgt
the time, the kit was lefalonein the stashever since until now.

PFAOSNI € 221Ay3 G 6KFEGSOSNI NEFSNBYOS YIGSNAL
that thisaircrat appeared to have gone through a few different configurations and have
decided to loosely base my build on the followfng overall look

References for the Ki8 is limited and hence leaves some generous room for my
imagination in this build. Ih R@l y OS> 06S0OFdzaS Y& o6l O]l ANRdzy R Az
but write thisWIPin detail along the way so that others ceaplicateor learn fromthis
g 2N © ! fsdGokhgrelzenkive pigale enjoy the story of my Build



Work in Progress:
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Figure 1(30/11/2017) The kit by AZ modeThis edition included 2 kits with the options of building
"what if" aircraft despite being completely unarmed in reality.
The kit was preowned at half the retail price, containing 1 out of the 2 aircraft.

Figure 2(30/11/2017)¢ KS {1 Ad4a O2yidSyida | yRUpéndelisfectiony 3t &% A
overallin my opinion it's a poorly sculpted kit witeeveralinaccuracies in detail and poor precisio

parts that needs improvements ariencewasleft alone in my stash. dwever, | think it's time to

give it a go now that I've become more experiengethishobby.



Figure 3(02/12/2017) The original cockpit was minimal in detail. Because barely anything is known
about the aircraft other than a few photos, I've decidedmake a cockpit with more detail and

sense than what's provided.

The cockpit floor of a K1 by RS Models was copied using Blue Stuff/Oyumaru thermopolymer and
resin. The lower part of a landing gear was also copied to replace the second which wasitdgdn
properly. The small tail wheel was also copied from the RS Modélk tidireplace the ugly original.

Figure 4(02/12/2017)And so, my journey into styrene scratch building bedgihgene sheetdor
this build werepurchased from my loc&lobbystore RC Crew Hobbiemany thanks for all your help
and advice!



No propeller back plate was supplied so one s@sitch builtusingwith a 0.4 mm styrene sheet.
The nse cone was lightly supergluedto a cut piece 00.4 mm styrenéefore cutting and anding
excess awauntil it is in shape.

Figure 5(02/12/2017) The completed backplate and nose. Any dimples present on the surface was
filled with superglue before being sandddwn. The nose cone was also polished uniformly by using
drilling a hole at the back, attaching it to a dowel and into a handheld electric grinder where it was
run over a piece of wet and worn piece of sandpaper.

Figure 6(02/12/2017) The completedropeller ready for painting. A dowel made from a cut paper
clip and superglued into place. All blades were also sanded smooth and polished.



Figure 7(03/12/2017) Although there is some moulded cockpit sidewall detall, it is still quite lacking
overal. Because there are no photos available of the cockpit, | will be improvising with what |
believe to make sense as well as look good. Therefore, majority of this will be cut off and replaced
with by a resin sidewall copies from a 1/72 J2M Raiden kit frooréModels.

Figure 8(03/12/2017) A small bulkhead was made using 0.4 mm styrene sheets. Based on a photo
of the plane, there appeared to be a cushildee headrest in front of this above the pilot's seat,
hence one was also made from 0.4 mm styrenee again and sanded into shape.



Figure 9(03/12/2017) Fortunately, the walls fit perfectly with minimal effort in this kit. All that was
required was to reduce the fuselage sidewalls by approximately 1 mm as well as the throttle on the
left wall and asmall radielike box at the base of the right wall. A few extra details were also added

to the left wall, originating from spare copies | made of Hawkeye Resin's 1/72 A6M cockpit upgrade
sd. The sides of the cockpit base had to also be reduced alonghetremoval of unnoticeable

detail for it to fit into the fuselage. The small pedals were also replaced with scratch built ones made
from styrene and stretched spru€inally, the sides of the original moulded seats were also sanded
back to both make itdok sharper and for it to fit inside.




Figure 10(04/12/2017) Dryfitting of all cockpit components and so far, it looks great in my own
eyes.All that's left is to add a styrene dashboard and a scratch built instrument panel to replace the
kit's seemimgly inaccurate one.

Figure 11(09/12/2017) A dashboard made from a piece of 0.25 mm styrene sheet was installed
partially. The instrument panel was also made from 0.25 mm styrene. A spare instrument panel
waterslide decal from a 1/72 Hasegawa A6M Zeétavill be applied after painting.

From here, the interior is ready to be painted before sealing the fuselage halves together.

Figure 12(06/12/2017) The wheel wells of this kit are very shallow and lacked detail and sharpness
with its rounded edgesdih internally and externally. In addition, holes are also present in them. At
this point, | thought that I may as well bore through them and construct my own.



Figure 13(06-10/12/2017) The wheel wells were cut out and cleared using an 18V hand drill, Daiso
diamond files and a hobby knife. Mistakes or over cuts were easily repaired with sprue shavings
cemented into place before applying layers of superglue. Only noweddi$e the greatness of
strength, structural integrity, noolvent properties and sandability of superglue for gap filling or
similar purposes like this, with the main disadvantage being able to visualise it properly due to its
clarity. Similarly, supengé was also applied around the edges of the wells and sanded afterwards
for sharpness. Afterwards, the inside will be lined with 0.25 mm styrene strips.

Figure 14(10/12/2017) The shape of the wheel wells was scribed onto 0.25mm styrene pieces with
my mechanical pencil scriber before giving it the panel line treatment for easier visualisation. The
wheel wells are ready for construction...Or so | thought.



